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¢® Conductor of the Music Gala &5

To celebrate the 40th anniversary of the establishment of the Committee on the Promotion of Civic
Education, Old Muddy asks Little Plaster to help organise an event to share the joy with all. Recalling the
days when he travelled around the world and made friends along the journeys, Little Plaster comes up with
an idea of holding a global music gala that invites musicians worldwide to showcase their unique musical
cultures. He then calls Prince Wong and Glassy for their support by performing on stage, and they accept
the invitation right away. Overhearing their phone conversation, Plaster Kitty leaves home unnoticed.

During a rehearsal at Little Plaster’s place, performers from distinct musical cultures clash over the
performance style — they all prefer their own folk music and refuse to compromise. Just as Little Plaster is
troubled, Plaster Kitty returns with her new doggy friend Incie, whom she recommends to be the conductor
of the music gala. Incie travels extensively to study various local musical cultures and gets along well with
people of different ethnic groups. In fact, he has met all the music gala performers before! With his superb
hearing, Incie can coordinate the ensemble at the stroke of a “baton”, making him an ideal conductor. After
successful rehearsals, Old Muddy schedules the music gala at the city hall.

Just when the performance is about to begin and almost everyone is ready, Incie is nowhere to be found.
Seeing how Little Plaster searches everywhere for the doggy but in vain, Prince Wong and Glassy ask him
whether such sudden “disappearance” also happens to Plaster Kitty at home. An idea then pops into Little
Plaster’s head and he goes backstage — there he finds Incie sniffing excitedly at the beef burgers bought by
Old Muddy as treats for the performers!

Old Muddy, who is also at the backstage, praises Incie for his extraordinary sense of smell and points
out that Incie can only harness his talent when his distinct way of life and needs are understood and
embraced. After relishing the dog food specially prepared by Old Muddy, Incie is contented and gladly takes
the stage.

With Incie’s masterful lead, the outstanding performance enthrals the audience. Meanwhile, this music
gala reveals to the performers the importance of accepting cultural diversity by understanding and embracing

differences in backgrounds, ways of life, needs and perspectives among people of various

ethnic groups. They also learn that everyone is unique in their social roles, talent and

/ ‘ contribution. In the end, Old Muddy asks, “Do you know where does Incie’s name
' é come from?” He says, “He is named after the core civic value of ‘Inclusiveness’,
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which the Committee on the Promotion of Civic Education has been promoting
all along!”
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